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Livestock are domesticated animals raised in an agricultural setting to produce commoditiessuch as food, fiber, and labor. The 

term is often used to refer solely to those raised for food, and sometimes only farmed ruminants, such as cattle and goats. In 

recent years, some organizations have also raised livestock to promote the survival of rare breeds. The breeding, maintenance, 

and slaughter of these animals, known as animal husbandry, is a component of modernagriculture that has been practiced in 

many cultures since humanity's transition to farming fromhunter-gatherer lifestyles 

Animal Rearing  

Livestock are used by humans for a variety of purposes, many of which have an economic value. Livestock products include: 

Meat 

The production of a useful form of dietary protein and energy. 

Dairy Products 

Mammalian livestock can be used as a source of milk, which can in turn easily be processed into other dairy products, such 

as yogurt, cheese, butter, ice cream, kefir, and kumis 

Clothing and adornment  

Livestock produce a range of fiber textiles. For example, sheep and goats produce wool and mohair; cows, deer, andsheep skins 

can be made into leather; livestock bones, hooves and horns can be used to fabricate jewellery, pendants, orheadgear. 

Fertilizer  

Manure can be spread on fields to increase crop yields. This is an important reason why historically, plant and 

animaldomestication have been intimately linked. Manure is also used to make plaster for walls and floors, and can be used as a 

fuel for fires. The blood and bone of animals are also used as fertilizer. 

Labor  

The muscles of animals such as horses, donkey, and yaks can be used to provide mechanical work. Prior to steam power, 

livestock were the only available source of non-human labor 

Land management  

The grazing of livestock is sometimes used as a way to control weeds and undergrowth. For example, in areas prone to wild 

fires, goats and sheep are set to graze on dry scrub which removes combustible material and reduces the risk of fires. 

Transportation and marketing 

Since many livestock are herd animals, they were historically driven to market "on the hoof" to a town or other central location. 

The method is still used in some parts of the world. Truck transport is now common in developed countries 
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Animal welfare 

The issue of raising livestock for human benefit raises the issue of the suitable relationship between humans and animals, in 

terms of the status of animals and the obligations of people. The concept of Animal welfare reflects the viewpoint that animals 

under human care should be treated in such a way that they do not suffer unnecessarily 

Economic and social benefits 

Livestock provide a variety of food and non-food products; the latter include leather, wool, pharmaceuticals, bone products, 

industrial protein and fats. For many abattoirs, very little animal biomass may be wasted at slaughter. Even intestinal contents 

removed at slaughter may be recovered for use as fertilizer. In regions where machine power is limited, some classes of livestock 

are used as draft stock, not only for tillage and other on-farm use, but also for transport of people and goods 

Although livestock production serves as a source of income, it can provide additional economic values for rural families. 

 


